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Flying on the silks 

 

At the height of three floors - without safety 

Usually, this article is dedicated to just one resident of Kiev, but I could not possibly choose 
between this talented couple. Why? The duo aerial acrobats, Julia and Oleg Pospelov, cannot 
be divided. Their commitment is enough for ten couples. Their success is not in doubt. 

The$spouses$complete$complex$acrobatic$tricks$performed$on$silks,$the$performance$is$breathtaking:$the$
artists$perform$at$a$ten9meter$height,$blindfolded.$The$act$is$called$"Blind$Love."$

Oleg$came$to$the$circus$at$the$age$of$21,$nobody$believed$in$his$future$in$the$arena.$Julia$was$brought$to$a$
Circus$Studio$when$she$was$seven$years$old.$After$a$serious$injury,$the$doctors$predicted$the$end$of$her$
career.$But$she$would$recover.$Today,$they$have$traveled$half$of$the$world$together$performing.$After$the$
rehearsal,$I$questioned$the$artists$about$the$circus,$love$and$many$other$things.$

Injuries teach skill 

- Oleg, there, under the big top, you are responsible not only for yourself, but also for 
Julia. Does double responsibility interfere with your work? 

9$When$you're$doing$something$every$day,$even$the$slightest$movements$are$under$control.$Working$in$the$
arena$is$automatic.$Besides,$it$is$not$my$rule$to$think$about$bad$things$during$performances.$Inaccuracies,$of$
course,$occur,$but$we$are$able$to$focus$100%$to$prevent$injury.$The$past$injuries$taught$us$how$to$avoid$
them.$

It$was$especially$difficult$when$Julia$fell$one$day.$Before$that,$I$was$always$watching$her$performance,$but$
that$day$for$some$reason$I$didn't.$I$only$heard$the$sound$of$falling$and$screaming.$Doctors$diagnosed$a$
broken$arm$in$three$places.$



I$received$not$only$physical$but$also$psychological$trauma,$I$couldn't$work$on$the$aerial$hoop$for$five$years$
after$the$incident,$says$Julia.$I$do$not$like$to$come$back$to$that$accident$in$my$mind,$I'm$still$scared.$

Injuries$"switch$on"$the$instinct$of$self9preservation,$Oleg$continues,$and$you$do$not$allow$yourself$to$relax$
even$in$small$things.$

If$you’re$used$to$adrenaline$in$the$blood,$it's$hard$to$sit$at$home,$says$a$smiling$Julia.$I'm$drawn$to$the$big$
height.$I$can’t$even$think$of$retirement.$

Julia, have you ever been tempted to go to the Big Sport? 

No.$My$mom$was$trained$in$Sports$Gymnastics,$but$I$was$drawn$to$the$Circus$Studio.$I$did$not$have$a$desire$
for$professional$sport.$$I$have$always$loved$Circus$more.$The$beautiful$costumes,$bright$performances$9$it's$
much$more$interesting$than$the$fitness$room$and$the$competitions.$I$have$dreamed$of$Circus$since$early$
childhood.$I$closed$my$eyes$and$saw$myself$as$an$aerial$gymnast$in$a$couple$with$a$beautiful$partner.$A$
childhood$dream$came$true.$

Lessons$at$school$seemed$a$waste$of$precious$time.$Thanks$to$God,$the$teachers$treated$me$with$
understanding;$they$let$me$leave$the$school$earlier$if$I$needed.$I$mutually$replied$to$them$in$return$9$I$
performed$on$all$school$holidays.$

And you, Oleg, have you also dreamed of the Circus since childhood? 

Not$at$all.$I$devoted$all$my$time$to$studies,$graduating$from$the$Klovsky$Lyceum.$I$worked$hard$to$get$the$
Gold$Medal.$I$was$not$that$good$in$technical$sciences.$In$1996$I$wanted$to$go$to$the$Institute$of$International$
Relations$to$become$a$diplomat,$but$failed.$

I$decided$to$follow$my$father's$footsteps.$He$is$a$specialist$in$theater$studies.$My$studies$at$the$Karpenko9
Kary$Institute$of$Theater$and$Cinema$Arts$at$the$department$of$"the$organization$of$theatrical$business"$was$
easy,$I$graduated$with$honors.$During$my$third$year$of$studies,$I$came$to$work$as$a$Circus$Ringmaster$to$the$
Circus$College.$The$position$was$nicely$called,$and$I$actually$served$as$a$courier$and$bellboy.$

At$one$of$the$festivals$I$saw$aerialists$on$straps$and$realized$9$this$is$mine.$At$that$time$I$had$just$turned$21,$
which$seemed$a$hopeless$age$to$start$an$aerialist's$career.$I$found$only$one$teacher$at$the$College$who$
agreed$to$train$me.$His$name$was$Vyacheslav$Sobolev.$Largely$thanks$to$him,$I$believed$in$myself.$It$took$me$
less$than$a$year$to$prepare$an$act$and$become$a$student$of$the$Circus$College.$

Your parents must have felt that their son's future was not in the arena. 

By$that$time$they$had$divorced,$and$each$of$them$had$their$own$private$life.$So,$they$didn't$object.$Now$I$
understand$the$risk,$but$I$don't$regret$it.$

You got first a High and then Specialized Secondary Education. A unique situation ... 

When$I$applied$to$go$to$study$at$Circus$College,$I$was$told$that$I$would$have$to$pay$for$a$second$
education.$But$after$I$studied$the$documents$and$have$not$found$that$the$diploma$with$the$lower$level$of$
accreditation$must$be$paid.$I$was$enlisted$on$the$"budget"$place.$



I$liked$to$study$at$the$Circus$Collage.$After$the$institute$I$didn't$have$to$study$most$of$the$disciplines$and$
focused$on$special$skills.$I$came$into$the$training$hall$every$morning$when$no$one$was$there;$I$stretched$for$
several$hours,$worked$out$on$hard$tricks$and$gymnastic$elements.$I$think$that$that$hard$work$has$helped$to$
reveal$my$deeply$hidden$talents$of$a$Circus$performer.$I$could$even$leave$behind$some$of$my$fellow$students$
who$have$trained$in$aerial$acrobatics$since$childhood.$Two$years$later,$I$could$prepare$a$solo$aerial$straps$act$
and$got$another$diploma$with$honor$degree.$By$the$way,$by$that$time$Julia$and$I$have$already$rehearsed$
together.$

"I want a husband like that!" 

Which one of you first noticed your future partner? 

I$had$a$partner$when$I$came$to$study$at$the$Circus$College,$says$Julia,$but$things$were$not$good$with$him.$His$
attitude$to$work$was$extremely$careless,$I$could$implement$an$acrobatic$element$and$he$would$fail$to$catch$
me.$And$the$rules$at$the$College$were$such$that$I$couldn't$change$partners$before$graduation.$My$case$was$
unique,$and$the$person$who$helped$me$to$find$the$way$out$of$this$situation$was$Oleg.$

I$saw$that$her$partner$disrespected$Julia,$says$Pospelov.$So,$I$spoke$to$the$teachers.$After$the$meeting,$Julia$
was$free.$

I$noticed$Oleg$even$before$that$case,$Julia$laughs.$Once$in$the$training$hall,$there$came$a$handsome$man$that$
me,$a$159year9old$girl,$for$no$apparent$reason$thought:$I$wish$I$had$a$husband$like$him.$We$met$later$at$the$
Deriugina$Cup$on$Rhythmic$Gymnastics.$I$was$supposed$to$perform$at$the$Opening$Ceremony,$and$my$trainer$
asked$Oleg$to$help$to$bring$the$props$from$the$College$to$the$venue.$We$started$to$communicate,$walk$
together,$holding$hands.$But$even$before$the$start$of$this$romantic$story$I$was$sure$Oleg$would$one$day$
become$my$partner.$

It$was$not$all$rosy,$Oleg$sighs.$I$was$still$six$and$a$half$years$older$than$Julia.$I$got$warnings,$saying$that$the$girl$
was$too$young,$she$needed$to$study,$and$I$must$have$been$playing$with$her.$At$that$time$I$had$to$retreat.$

He$left$me!$Julia$complains.$He$said$that$we$would$not$see$each$other$anymore.$I$did$not$show$him$my$tears;$
I$gave$freedom$to$my$emotions$only$at$home,$even$falling$into$a$depression.$I$could$not$understand$what$was$
going$on,$we$had$not$been$intimate;$we$had$not$even$kissed$each$other.$

The$separation$lasted$eight$months.$Oleg$realized$that$Julia$was$his$destiny;$he$came$to$her$and$
apologized.$But$they$often$had$to$be$apart.$To$make$money,$Oleg$traveled$throughout$the$Ukraine$with$his$
straps$act.$The$first$tour$was$in$the$winter.$He$still$remembers$the$cold$rooms$and$warm9ups$near$the$
heater.$In$summer$Julia$joined$the$troupe,$despite$the$fact$that$she$got$an$attractive$business$proposition$in$
Kiev.$She$went$with$Oleg,$because$she$realized$that$if$she$refused,$they$wouldn’t$be$together.$

With Italian flavor 

Love and Work are hard to combine. How has your partnership been affected? 

It’s$difficult,$says$Oleg.$At$first,$we$quarreled$more$than$other$partners.$And$we$still$swear$to$this$day.$



Julia$calls$his$family$"Italian".$Both$Oleg$and$Julia$are$emotional;$each$has$their$own$opinion.$But$when$the$
couple$comes$to$an$agreement,$they$forget$the$quarrels.$$

The$first$contract$they$were$offered$was$in$Israel.$They$were$invited$to$Eilat$for$six$months,$despite$the$fact$
that$Julia's$hand$was$in$a$cast$after$a$serious$injury.$It$was$assumed$that$Oleg$would$perform$a$solo$act$for$
the$first$time.$But$two$weeks$later$Julia$joined$her$husband.$"The$doctors$were$very$surprised,$says$Julia.$
They$predicted$my$career$to$be$that$of$an$administrator."$

Where do you get ideas for your organic and entertaining acts? 

First,$we$come$up$with$the$tricks,$and$then$we$select$the$music$and$then$the$idea$appears,$Oleg$says.$We$
created$our$last$silk$routine$based$on$the$story$of$the$myth$of$Venus$and$Adonis.$I$have$long$been$interested$
in$mythology,$and$read$a$lot.$

This$story$was$created$for$us,$Julia$continues.$For$the$first$time,$we$showed$it$in$Lebanon,$where$this$whole$
story$is$originally$come$from.$In$a$city$where$there$is$a$temple$of$Venus$and$Adonis.$The$hall$in$which$we$
performed$was$decorated$in$an$antique$style.$It$was$a$surprise$both$for$us,$and$for$the$organizers.$

 
Japanese trophy 

After$the$acclaimed$"Minutes$of$Fame"$(Russia’s$Got$Talent),$a$Russian$TV$show$where$Julia$and$Oleg$showed$
a$professional$act,$there$was$a$Circus$Festival$in$Japan$9$a$prestigious$forum,$which$has$been$held$for$the$past$
18$years.$Of$the$130$applications$received$from$different$countries,$the$organizers$selected$only$10.$The$
Pospelovs$took$the$"Silver"$(this$year,$their$purpose$is$to$go$for$gold$victory).$They$have$a$really$good$
chance.$Their$performance$has$become$the$first$and$only$Aerial$Act$in$the$entire$history$of$the$festival,$which$
received$a$prize.$

Jobs and tourism - two in one 

You live on wheels, and how is it to return to Kiev? 

I$am$a$native$resident$of$Kiev,$but$happy$to$live$in$Germany,$Japan$and$other$countries,$says$Oleg.$From$
childhood,$I$dreamed$of$seeing$as$many$countries$as$possible,$communicating$with$foreigners,$studying$



languages.$In$addition$to$English$and$French,$I$have$studied$German,$the$language$barrier$does$not$exist$for$
me.$It's$hard$to$get$used$to$our$realities$after$traveling.$Too$much$politics$and$corruption$makes$me$very$sad.$

And$Julia$loves$Kyiv,$she$does$not$know$of$any$other$such$beautiful$city$in$the$world.$She$walks$through$the$
Kiev$streets$and$parks,$rides$on$the$boat$with$her$husband$with$pleasure.$From$the$windows$of$their$
apartment$on$the$22nd$floor,$all$the$capital$is$visible$at$a$glance.$Unlike$Oleg,$she$did$not$succeed$in$studying$
foreign$languages$at$school.$Despite$this,$she$likes$to$travel.$As$a$member$of$the$group$of$talented$children,$
she$has$traveled$to$Germany,$Italy,$and$the$USA.$She$began$to$speak$fluent$English$a$couple$of$years$ago.$

Oleg$and$Julia$$really$want$to$go$to$Mexico$and$Peru,$to$see$the$Mayan$pyramids,$the$cities$of$the$Aztecs,$
Incas,$India.$"Colleagues$do$not$understand$us,$says$Julia.$We$prefer$sightseeing$to$nightclubs$and$
shops.$Once$in$Switzerland,$went$to$the$castle$on$foot$9$it$was$10$km$from$our$hotel.$It$turned$out$that$it$was$
a$private$area,$but$we$quietly$climbed$over$the$fence$and$took$a$few$shots."$

Oleg$gave$Julia$a$professional$camera$as$a$gift,$and$she$was$fascinated$by$photography.$She$takes$photos$of$
nature,$people,$insects,$and$animals$with$pleasure.$Oleg$has$another$passion$9$classical$music.$"Probably$it$is$
genetics,$he$said.$My$mother$is$a$cellist,$and$I$heard$so$many$melodies$before$I$was$even$born,$that$not$
everyone$has$heard$during$an$entire$lifetime.$I$studied$to$play$the$piano$myself;$many$people$did$not$believe$
that$I$have$no$special$education.$But$now$I'm$not$playing.$"$

If$Oleg$wants$to$become,$for$example,$a$pilot,$he$will$be,$Julia$says.$He$is$that$kind$of$man.$He$does$his$best$to$
achieve$the$goal.$When$he$came$to$College,$he$did$not$have$visual$abilities$for$aerial$acrobatics.$But$a$month$
later$he$already$sat$on$a$split!$Many$people$cannot$achieve$such$results$in$many$years$of$training.$

Do you have a dream?..I'm asking before saying Goodbye. 

We$are$not$interested$in$World$Fame,$says$Oleg.$In$fact,$after$great$success$always$comes$disappointment.$I$
would$like$to$see$a$new$country,$to$catch$as$much$as$possible$in$my$artistic$career$and$have$children$one$day.$

I'm$dreaming$of$children$too,$continues$Julia,$but$right$now$we$can’t$afford$a$break$from$work.$And$I$would$
like$to$open$our$own$Circus$Studio.$I$feel$I$can$be$a$great$teacher.$
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